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HEALTHY AGING DIETETIC PRACTICE GROUP
(formerly Gerontological Nutritionists Dietetic Practice Group)

STUDENT RESEARCH GRANTS 2008
Guidelines for Submission 
These grants provide funding up to $3500 to support students conducting evidence-based research related to older adults.

The following requirements govern the submission of all proposals:

· The applicant must be a member of the American Dietetic Association and a candidate for an undergraduate or graduate degree.  The applicant or the faculty member supervising the student’s research project must be a member of the Healthy Aging Dietetic Practice Group (HA DPG), formerly the Gerontological Nutritionists (GN) DPG.
· The research must be designed to produce evidence-based results in the areas of food, nutrition, health, or wellness for older adults.

· The research proposal must include the following components in the format identified on the following pages:  cover page, goals and objectives, significance, research plan, feasibility, and budget with justification.  The faculty advisor signature page must be completed by the faculty advisor who will supervise the student’s research.
· Two letters of recommendation must accompany the research proposal:  one from the faculty member who will supervise the student’s research and will approve and sign the student’s research proposal and one from an additional faculty member who has knowledge of the student’s work and can address the professional contribution of the student’s proposed research.  These letters must also address the student’s responsibility in using financial resources and ability to complete the research. 
· Complete applications with electronic signatures or scanned signature pages must be submitted electronically to the Healthy Aging DPG Awards Chair:

Gail Schechter, RD

               6 Burns Street

             
Apt 310

             
Forest Hills NY  11375

(718-298-8433)


Gail.Schechter@va.gov
Applications must be received electronically no later than 11:59 p.m. on Saturday, March 1, 2008.  Facsimile or paper submissions will not be accepted.
· All applications will be treated as privileged communications and will not be returned.
· If selected for funding, the research project must be completed within two years of receipt of award funds.  Within six months of completion the recipient must submit the following to the HA DPG Awards Chair:

1) Final report describing research procedures, findings, and implications for dietetic practice with older adults.  A panel of three members of the HA DPG Executive Committee will review the report and comment if necessary.
2) Article describing the research and implications for dietetic practice for publication in the HA DPG Newsletter

3) If a scientific paper is submitted for presentation at a professional meeting and/or publication in a professional journal, funding received from the HA DPG must be acknowledged and a copy of the abstract or publication submitted to the HA DPG Awards Chair. 
· Applicants will be notified of awards on April 15, 2008.  Up to two Research Grants of $3500 each may be awarded annually.  Grant funds will become available June 1, 2008.
· If necessary, a request for extension of the research period may be made to the HA DPG Executive Committee no later than 60 days in advance of the two-year deadline for completing the research.  Requests must be submitted in writing and include justification of the need for an extension along with a rationale and time frame for completing the project.  The HA DPG Executive Committee will respond within ten days of receiving the extension request.  No more than one extension will be considered for any research grant.
Proposal Preparation and Requirements
Format.   Single spaced, 12-point type, 1" margins on all sides.  Proposal is limited to 5 pages plus Cover Page, Budget Page, Faculty Advisor Signature Page, and Institutional Review Board approval as applicable.
Proposal Outline

· Goals and Objectives.  State the goal and the specific objectives, what the research is intended to accomplish.  Limit to ½ page.

· Significance.  Evaluate existing knowledge and identify gaps that this research is intended to fill.  State importance and relevance of the proposed research to the food, nutrition, health or wellness of older adults.  Include no more than 5 references using the citation style found in the Journal of the American Dietetic Association.  Limit to 1½ pages.

· Research Plan.  Describe the study population and procedures that will be used to accomplish the research objectives.  Include details of interventions and outcome measurements, how the data will be collected, analyzed and interpreted, and power calculations.  State dependent and independent variables and define statistical methods.  Indicate rationale for study population and group size.  Research plans that involve human subjects, including surveys, must include documentation of approval by the Institutional Review Board of the educational institution where the research will be conducted.  Limit to 2 pages plus the Institutional Review Board approval as applicable.
· Feasibility.  What are the potential difficulties and limitations of the proposed research?  How easily can the research be accomplished?  Include a timetable for the project.  Limit to 1 page.

· Budget.  Provide a Budget estimate using the form provided.  Include only direct costs.  Travel costs are limited to what is required to accomplish the research proposal.  Provide a justification for each item in the budget.

Proposal Review Criteria
The following guidelines will be used to score each proposal.

Relevance to professional practice related to food, nutrition, health, and wellness of older adults (25 points)

Proposal addresses important problem
Achievement of objectives advances professional knowledge
Results affect dietetic practice
Quality of research design (40 points)

Design appropriate to the objectives

Study population appropriate to research design

Methods and analyses developed and integrated

Dependent and independent variables defined; statistical analyses proposed

Feasibility (20 points)

Potential problems acknowledged

Potential problems realistic

Alternative strategies identified

Time frame realistic

Student’s qualifications to conduct research (15 points)

Student prepared academically

Student capable of conducting and completing research

Student manages finances responsibly

A Proposal Score Sheet will be used in the review process.  Review Committee members will score proposals independently and confer to make final recommendations for the awards.  Only proposals receiving a total score of at least 75 points will be considered for funding.
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Budget with Justification

Faculty Advisor Signature Page
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__________________________________________________________________

Applicant Name (First, Middle Initial, Last)

_____________________________

        HA DPG Member?
  ___
  ___

ADA Member Number







  yes
   no
__________________________________________________________________

Mailing Address

__________________________________________________________________

City






State


Zip Code

__________________________________________________________________

Telephone(s)

__________________________________________________________________

E-mail Address

__________________________________________________________________

Degree(s) Held, Dates

_________________________

______
_________________________

Major





GPA

Degree Anticipated, Date

__________________________________________________________________

Institution where Research Project will take place

__________________________________________________________________

Address of Institution where Research Project will take place

__________________________________________________________________

Title of Proposal

__________________________


_________________________

Amount of Grant Request



          Total Project Costs

Experience related to Proposed Research Project:

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

Budget with Justification
Specify and justify budget expenses.  Specify additional funding expected or received from other sources.*   Funds awarded by HA DPG will not exceed $3500. 
	Type of Expense
	Amount
	Reason for Expense
	Additional Funding*

	Personnel


	
	
	

	Supplies


	
	
	

	Equipment


	
	
	

	Travel


	
	
	

	Other (specify)


	
	



	

	TOTAL
	
	
	


By signing below, if I am a grant recipient, I agree to complete the research within

two years of receiving the initial funds.  Within six months of completing the research

for which funds were provided, I agree to submit to the HA DPG Awards Chair:

1. A final report of the research.

2. An article on the research for publication in the HA DPG Newsletter.


 3.   If a scientific paper about the research is submitted for presentation at a professional meeting 
       and/or publication in a professional journal, funding received from the HA DPG will be     

             acknowledged and a copy of the presentation abstract or journal publication will be submitted   

             to the HA DPG Awards Chair.
Signature of Applicant





Date

Faculty Advisor Signature Page
By signing below, the faculty advisor verifies having read and approved the applicant’s Research Proposal and accepts responsibility for supervising the student’s research.

Signature









Date

Printed Name/Title

Mailing Address
___________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________  _____________________________

Voice Mail




     E-Mail

