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Purpose:

The purpose of the Best Practice Award is to recognize outstanding and innovative gerontological nutrition practice by members of the Gerontological Nutritionists (GN) dietetic practice group, communicate best practices to GN membership, and encourage ongoing efforts that improve service and/or practice.  

Allocation of Funds:


Up to four Certificates of Recognition may be awarded each budget year.  One $100 award is available per fiscal budget year.  

Eligibility for Award:
To be eligible for the support, applicant must:

1) be a current member of GN and a member for the previous year.

2) be actively employed in or retired from a professional position involving older adults. 

3) not be a member of the GN Executive Board.  One year must lapse for a former member of the GN Executive Board to regain eligibility.

Application Procedure:

To apply for a Best Practice Award:

1) Complete the application form (must be typed).

2) Submit a one page nomination letter from a colleague/other professional or, for self-nomination, a letter that justifies request.

3) Include any supporting documentation and materials as appropriate.

4) Submit all related materials to the GN Awards Chair.

Review Procedure:
1) Applications will be reviewed by the GN Awards Chair for completeness of required information and eligibility as previously stated.

2) Acceptable applications and supporting documentation will be forwarded to the GN Core Executive Committee/Selection Committee for approval.

3) GN Core Executive Committee/Selection Committee approved applications and supporting documentation will be submitted to GN’s Practice Team Member at ADA for final approval.

4) The GN Awards Chair will notify applicants in writing of the approval or disapproval of their application.  Certificates of Recognition will be mailed to the recipient.  The monetary awardee will be presented with a Certificate of Recognition and a check at the Annual Business Meeting at FNCE if the awardee is in attendance.   If the awardee is not in attendance, the certificate and check will be mailed.   

5) The intent of the process is to be two-tiered:  First tier - to provide four Certificate of Recognition awards, on a quarterly basis, to coincide with timeframes for publishing the GN newsletter (Summer – March15; Fall – June15; Winter – 9/15 and Spring – December 15); Second tier -  to select the best practice out of the previously submitted quarterly selections for the $100 monetary award. 

6) Award recipients will be announced and their submission and bio published in the GN Newsletter.

Selection Criteria:
1) Submissions for the Best Practice Award shall demonstrate at least one of the following:

a) innovation in practice

b) implementation of a creative solution to a problem
c) creation of a new approach to a service
d) development of a unique collaborative effort
e) positive/improved  client/consumer outcomes
f) development of improved professionalism and increased expertise among dietetic professionals working in the field of gerontological nutrition.
